Promoting universal vaccination among workers.
A discussion of vaccines often focuses on protecting children from vaccine-preventable diseases. However, 10 vaccines are available for adults, and occupational health nurses should consider these vaccines when providing health care to adult workers. This article discusses the 10 adult vaccines, indications for using each vaccine, barriers preventing adults from being vaccinated and occupational health nurses from increasing vaccination rates, and strategies nurses can use to promote adult vaccination. Promoting universal vaccination among adults, especially employees, accomplishes two goals. First, universal vaccination promotes a healthy work force, enabling employees to report to work regularly and be more productive while working. Second, vaccinating adults protects the most vulnerable members of the community, young children, those with immunodeficiencies, and those who cannot be vaccinated, via herd immunity.